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to repair to his court at Constantinople. The poet therefore
bade farewell to his father Velf-ud-Dfn, who was a famous
preacher in his own country, and set forth on his journey.
But he never reached the Imperial city; death overtook him
while yet upon the road. cAshiq relates the common report
concerning his death. It is to the effect that this was brought
about Toy the curse of a sheykh whose son the poet had
satirized after having been his intimate friend. These two
ghazels are examples of Nizamfs work.

Ghazel. [158]

'Tis the tide of the rose, let us call for the wine that is rosy-hued to-day;
Let us joy in the tuneful voice of the harp, let us join to be blithe and gay.

Let us drink of the clear and limpid bowl, let us give to the soul delight;
Let us rust the mirror of sense and wit with many a frolic play.l

Ho minstrel fair! take the flute in hand, let us joy in the dulcimer;
Let us make his face a tabret, his form a harp, who would say us nay.

Should the bale of sugar liken itself to that dulcet mouth o' thine,
Let us straiten the ample face of earth to the sugar's bale, I say.

Should Nizami prate of wisdom's power at the banquet of thy love,
With a single bumper come let us his reason counterweigh.

Ghazel. [159]

Yea, thy down is yonder turkis 3 o'er the ruby bright that shows;
And thy lips are yonder rubies round the lustrous pearls that close. 4

1  We have  often observed  the  poets  speaking  of the mirror-heart being
soiled  with  the  rust of ignorance or sorrow, allusion of course being to the
metal mirrois formerly in use.

2  i. e. let us  make  him  who  is jealous   of us buffet his face like a tam-
bouiine and bow his  form  like  a  harp through his vexation at our gaiety.
The last allusion  is to the shape of the old Eastern harp, which is without
fore-pillar, the framework consisting of a single side curvilinear in form.

3  Referring to the bluish tint sometimes produced by the down on the face
of dark-haiied people. The 'ruby bright' is the lip.

4  The clustioui> pearls1 are the teeth.